[Recurrent endometrial cancer after complete surgery].
Between 1974 and 1991, 576 patients with endometrial cancer were treated with complete surgery. 1. The overall relapse rate was 14.4%. No recurrence was observed in surgical stage Ia, whereas 56.8% relapse was noted in stage IIIc. 2. The relapse rate in cases with adenocarcinoma was 13.0%. The relapse rate increased with poorer differentiation. Five of 6 cases with serous adenocarcinoma developed recurrence. 3. Myometrial invasion, size of tumor, vessel permeation, cervical involvement, adnexal metastasis and lymph node metastasis were significant factors for relapse. 4. Distant recurrence was noted in 63.9% of recurrent cases and 28.9% developed pelvic recurrence. The most common recurrent sites were lung, peritoneal cavity, and para-aortic lymph node in distant relapse and vaginal vault and parametrium in pelvic relapse. 5. The time to relapse ranged between 106 days and 5,518 days after complete surgery. Thirty one point three % of the recurrent cases manifested relapse within the first year, 60.2% within 2 years and 93.9% within 5 years. The mean time to relapse was 561 days. It was concluded that adjuvant therapy for cases with adnexal metastasis, lymph node metastasis, cervical involvement, adenocarcinoma (G3), and serous adenocarcinoma should be established urgently.